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Getting Started



What is Libby?

Libby is the name of the app made by Overdrive that allows you to browse, 
borrow, check out, and read or listen to e-books, audiobooks, and 
magazines on your smartphone, tablet, or other electronic device.  

You can use the Libby app to send books electronically to your Kindle.  

The Overdrive app, which was the first app created by Overdrive will no 
longer be available in the App Store or Google Play Store after February 23, 
2022.



Getting Started

The first step towards getting started using Libby is to download the app 
to your device. The Libby app is available in the Apple App Store and the 
Google Play Store. To use Libby on a Kindle Fire, go into the Silk web 
browser and visit libbyapp.com

http://libbyapp.com
http://libbyapp.com


Getting Started

Once you have downloaded and opened the app, you should see 
this screen: 



Getting Started
Next, you'll want to connect to the Upper Hudson Library System. To 
do that, the easiest way is to choose I'll Search For a Library, and 
then type in East Greenbush, and the Upper Hudson Library System 
should come up. Tap on Upper Hudson Library System to continue.



Getting Started

Once you've tapped on Upper 
Hudson, you'll see the Upper 
Hudson Library (UHLS) home 
screen.  

The next step is to add your library 
card so you can borrow items. Tap 
on Enter Library Account Details. 

If you do not have a library card, 
choosing I Would Like a Library Card 
will allow you to register online for a 
library card. 



Getting Started

Enter your full library card number 
into the box and then tap on Sign In. 



Getting Started

Once you've signed in, you will see 
the UHLS home screen. Scrolling 
through the home screen, you'll see 
various collections that change 
periodically.



Getting Started

Navigation Bar 

Just Added: Newest items that have been added to the 
collection 

Popular: The most popular titles right now 

Random: A random selection of a little bit of everything. 

Available Now: Items available to check out right now, 
with no wait (more on that later!) 

Subjects: Tapping this will bring up a large list of various 
subjects.   



Getting Started

Libby navigation bar, to navigate the Libby App. 



Getting Started

Search the Overdrive 
catalog for a specific 
author, title, or series 



Getting Started

Return to the library home screen



Getting Started

Libby Menu, including 
notifications, help, and 
settings. The dot next 
to the lines means 
there are unread 
notifications. The three 
lines icon also may be 
replaced by the Libby 
girl icon 



Getting Started

Shelf: This is where you'll 
access your current 
checkouts and items on hold



Getting Started

Timeline: Shows your recent 
activity on Libby. For example, 
items recently checked out or 
returned or holds placed. 



Question & Answer 
Time



Browsing & Searching



Browsing
There are several ways you can browse for or find content on the Libby app. If you don't have a specific author or title in mind, you can browse the collection in 
a couple different ways. The first is on the home screen. Tap the library building icon (        )  in the bottom menu to be taken to the library system's home 
screen.  

Here you can see different sections to browse through. Tapping on any of the guide 
buttons will bring you to a list of items specific to the category you tapped on. 

As you scroll, you will see various collections that are updated regularly and 
change throughout the year. 



Browsing

Another way to browse is to use the navigation bar that appears on the top of the library home screen.

Tapping on any of these buttons will bring you to more lists of items. Available now 
will bring you a list of titles that are available for check out right now, meaning there 
are no holds on any of the items. 



Browsing

Tapping on subjects will bring you to a large list of various subjects. The number in yellow next to each subject 
denotes how many titles are within each subject. 



Browsing
Tapping on a particular subject will bring up a list of titles within that subject. There are a few ways to refine the results. 

The first is preferences. Tapping on this button will bring up a screen that 
allows you to set your preferences not just for these particular results, but 
will remember them if you tap on other subjects and lists as well. 



Browsing
Once you tap on the Preferences                     button, a menu will pop up. 

Format: E-books, audiobooks, or magazines 
Language: Language you prefer (i.e. English, Spanish, etc.) 
Audience: Choose between Juvenile, YA, General Content and Mature 
Content 
Supports: Format of content. Choose between:  
 Libby: Read or listen on Libby app 
 EPUB: Must be read on a device that supports EPUB. Kindles DO NOT   
support EPUB format.  
 PDF can be transferred to Kindle or read within the Libby app  
 Media Do: MediaDo Reader is a browser-based ebook reader     
designed to read graphic novels and right-to-left or top-to-bottom    
content 
 Kindle: Can be transferred or downloaded onto your Kindle device.  
Availability: Everything will show all titles, even ones that are not currently 
available for check out because all of the copies are currently checked out. 
Available Now will show all titles that can be checked out (i.e. there copies 
currently available for checkout)  

*Please note that when you apply these preferences, they will be saved and applied to all lists on the app. 



Browsing
Another way to sort the results is by tapping on Refine on the top right corner.

If you just want to refine results for a particular search, you can tap on the refine button. 
These selections will only be saved for this particular search.

Tip: You can add multiple selections with Refine, 
for example if you are in the Mystery subject, you 
can add Thriller, or Historical Fiction to further 
refine your results. With Refine, you can also 
change how the results are sorted and search 
within the results for a title, keyword, or author. 



Browsing

Once you have refined or chosen your preferences, you can 
select a title to borrow or place on hold. On the result list, 
you will see the cover of the book or audiobook. Tapping on 
the picture of the cover will bring up more details about the 
title including a plot summary, how other readers have 
tagged the book (ex. "suspense" "thriller"), the available 
formats for the book, and the intended audience. 

On the first line, you will see if an item is available for 
checkout. You will either see Place Hold or Borrow. 

With e-books, you can read a sample, and with audiobooks 
you can listen to a sample. Audiobook titles will tell you how 
long it will take to listen to the entire book.  

Tag allows you to keep your own personal lists that you can 
access later. 



Searching

If you have a specific title, author, or series in mind, you can search using the magnifying 
glass icon. Once you start typing, suggested items will populate in a list. You can tap on one 
of the suggestions, or if there are none, tap either the magnifying glass in the search box or 
tap the search or enter button on your device's keyboard once you have entered the full 
search term.  



Searching

Next, you'll see the results screen. Here is where you can borrow or 
place an item on hold. If you're not sure about a particular title, tap on 
the picture of the book cover to learn more about the title.  



Browsing & Searching: Magazines
In addition to books and audiobooks, you can also read a large variety of magazines with Overdrive. Magazines are often one of 
the featured lists on the library home screen. 

Tap here to view a list of all available magazines.



Browsing & Searching: Magazines
Magazines can be refined in the same way as book and audiobook lists and search results by using either the Preferences or Refine 
buttons.  



Browsing & Searching: Magazines

A difference with magazines versus books and 
audiobooks is that you see the current issue as a 
larger size and recent previous issues underneath 
the word borrow. If you tap on borrow, you will be 
borrowing a copy of the issue with the largest 
picture. If you tap on any of the issue dates or 
issue numbers, you will bring up more information 
on that specific issue, and you can borrow it from 
that screen.  



Browsing & Searching: Magazines
On the issue detail page, there is a description of the articles featured in that issue. If you scroll down, you will see back issues that 
can be borrowed.  



Browsing & Searching: Magazines

You can search for a specific magazine title using 
the same searching method we discussed 
previously. When you search for a magazine, look 
for the word series in yellow text next to the title. 



Question & Answer 
Time



Borrowing  
and 

Placing a Hold



Borrowing an Item
Once you have found an item you'd like to borrow, you can either tap borrow on the main 
results screen, or if you want to learn more about the title before borrowing, tap on the picture 
of the cover for more details and if you are interested in borrowing, you can tap borrow. 



Borrowing an Item
A confirmation screen will pop up with options for a borrowing period. You have a choice between 7, 14, or 21 days for 
a borrowing period. The item will automatically be returned at the end of the time period. Once the due date gets 
closer, you will have the option to renew the title. If there are no holds on the title, you'll get an extension, but if there is 
a waiting list, you will be added to the end of it. Once the title has been borrow successfully, you will get a 
conformation screen. 



Placing a Hold

The library system only has a certain number of copies of each title. If all the copies are currently checked out, you 
have the option to place a hold. When the title becomes available, you will receive a notification via the app. 



Placing a Hold

Update: If you would like to receive an email notification when your item is ready, visit http://uhls.overdrive.com, click 
on My Account, and then Holds. From there, you can click on edit email and enter your email address. Please note this 
is only an option on a browser, not through the Libby app. 

http://uhls.overdrive.com
http://uhls.overdrive.com


Question & Answer 
Time



The Shelf: 
Loans



The Shelf: Loans
The Shelf is where you will find your current loans, items you have placed on hold, and a list of items you have tagged. To access 
your Shelf, tap on the Shelf (         ) icon. You can access each section by tapping the button with the appropriate label. The 
number next to each label is how many of each item you current have. When you tap the shelf, the screen with your loans will load 
first. Here you can see all the titles you currently have checked out. 



The Shelf: Loans

Tip: Tap Read Books With if your book device 
displays Open in Libby and you'd like to read 
with Kindle (or vice versa)



The Shelf: Loans

Download rules refer to what happens when 
you borrow an item, and whether it's 
automatically downloaded to your device so it 
can be easily accessed when not connected to 
the internet. 



The Shelf: Loans

The checkmark icon means that the 
item has been downloaded to your 
device. 



The Shelf: Loans



The Shelf: Loans
If you use a Kindle to read e-books, you can deliver your e-books wirelessly to your Kindle from the Libby app. This applies to all 
Kindle models, including e-ink, Paperwhite, Fire, and more. Before you begin, make sure that your Kindle is connected to WiFi.



The Shelf: Loans
An Amazon sign in will open in a browser within the Libby app on an iOS device (iPhone, iPad). If you'd rather sign in with your 
device's browser (Safari), tap the Safari symbol in the top right corner. On an Android device, Amazon will open in a separate 
browser.



The Shelf: Loans
Once you've signed in, you'll be directed to the delivery page on Amazon where you can retrieve your book. If you have more than 
one Kindle, you can use the drop down box to choose where you'd like your book delivered. Once you click on Get Library Book, 
you'll get a conformation screen that it was successful. Your item should appear on your Kindle within a couple minutes.



Question & Answer 
Time



The Shelf: 
Holds



The Shelf: Holds
A list of items you have placed on hold can be accessed while on the shelf section by tapping the holds button at the top. 



The Shelf: Holds



The Shelf: Holds



The Shelf: Holds



The Shelf: Picking Up a Hold

When a hold is ready, you will get a 
notification in the app, with either a number 
or small dot near the Libby menu icon. 



The Shelf: Picking Up a Hold

Update: If you would like to receive an email notification when your item is ready, visit http://uhls.overdrive.com, click 
on My Account, and then Holds. From there, you can click on edit email and enter your email address. Please note this 
is only an option on a browser, not through the Libby app. 

http://uhls.overdrive.com
http://uhls.overdrive.com


The Shelf: Picking Up a Hold
Once you've gotten the notification your hold is ready, head on over to the Holds section on the shelf. Any holds that are ready to 
pick up will appear first. If you are ready to borrow the title, tap borrow.  



The Shelf: Picking Up a Hold
There are more options under Manage Hold. You'll see the status (in this case, it's ready to borrow). You can deliver it later (more on 
that soon), or cancel the hold if you no longer want it. Reading Journey shows if you've borrowed this book before. You can also 
share the details with someone via email or text using Share Title, and Tag as we have discussed earlier. 



The Shelf: Picking Up a Hold
If you are not ready to borrow the book when its ready, choose deliver later and choose when you'd like the library to attempt to 
deliver it. Make sure you tap update hold to confirm the change if decide to have it be delivered later. 

*Important note: If after receiving a 
notification that your hold is ready, if 
you do not borrow it within three 
days, it will automatically be 
delivered later. You will be notified 
once it's ready to be picked up 
again. 



Question & Answer 
Time



Reading & Listening  
Settings



Reading Settings: Libby
Now that you've checked out a book, you have the option to read or listen to it within the Libby app. In order to read on the Libby 
app, when you're in your Shelf, tap on the book cover picture or Read With... (note that if there is no Kindle version of the book 
available, rather than Read With..., the text will read Open in Libby). You'll be given the options to read with your Kindle or within 
the Libby App. Tap on Libby (we'll go over the steps for Kindle readers later on).  



Reading Settings: Libby

Once you've chosen Libby, the book will open 
within the app. Some books open automatically to 
Chapter 1, but others may start with the book cover 
or Table of Contents. To go to the next page, tap 
on the right side of the screen. To go back a page, 
tap on the left side of the screen. You can also 
swipe to the left to go forward or to the right to go 
back a page.



Reading Settings: Libby

There are different settings you can change 
including text size, font, and background color. 
To access these settings, tap in the middle of the 
page.



Reading Settings: Libby

The A letter icon will bring up reading settings 
including text size, background color, and font. 



Reading Settings: Libby

Slide the bar left or right to increase text size. If 
you would like bigger text, check the include 
accessibility sizes option.



Reading Settings: Libby

Lighting will change the background color and 
text color. Bright is the default, which is a white 
background with black text. 



Reading Settings: Libby

Scrolling down, you can change the font. 



Reading Settings: Libby
The magnifying glass will allow you to search 
within the book. This may come in handy for 
example if you are looking for when a certain 
character first appeared.  



Reading Settings: Libby

The bookmark and bookmarks icons. You can use the bookmark icon to save a 
particular spot in the book for easy reference later. You can access saved 
bookmarks by tapping on the bookmarks icon. 



Reading Settings: Libby

Progress in book. 
Tapping on the 
page number 
will show you the 
percentage read.



Reading Settings: Libby

Takes you to the beginning 
of the current chapter

Takes you to the beginning 
of the next chapter



Reading Settings: Libby

Takes you to the Table of 
Contents



Reading Settings: Libby

Progress in the book and any 
bookmarks or highlights you've 
made. The darker black lines are 
chapter breaks. 



Reading Settings: Libby

If you did any searches or went to 
another chapter, takes you to your 
previous spot.  



Reading Settings: Libby

Recent Places: Similar to the 
corner finger, but tells you 
locations you visited. 



Reading Settings: Libby

If you hold down your finger and drag it across text, you can highlight a passage or a 
word that can be accessed later in the bookmarks section. You can choose what color 
you'd like it to be highlighted. 

Highlighting a single word will give you the option to look up its definition by choosing 
define. 

You can also search for the word or phrase that you have highlighted.



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

Checkmark means book has been downloaded to your device. 

Listening progress. 



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

The speedometer icon allows you to change the speed. This allows you to 
slow down or speed up the audio. Use the slider to change the speed. 



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

The moon icon is a sleep timer. This will set the audiobook to stop playing 
after the specified amount of time. 



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

The bookmark and bookmarks icons work in the same way as e-books. You 
can bookmark a specific spot in the audiobook. To access saved 
bookmarks, tap the bookmarks icon.



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

Time spent listening so far and time remaining in the book. 

Percent of book you've listened to so far. 



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

Audio control. You can skip back 15 seconds, play/pause, or skip ahead 15 
seconds. 



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

Table of Contents. Tapping here will bring up the Table of Contents and 
allow you to skip ahead to desired chapters. 



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

Goes to the beginning of the current chapter. Pressing again once it's at 
the beginning of the current chapter will take you to the next chapter.  

Goes to the next chapter.

Use this bar to scroll quickly through the book. 



Listening Settings: Libby
An audiobook is opened in the same way as an e-book. Audiobooks are opened in the Loans section of your Shelf. There is only the option to listen to audiobooks 
in the Libby app itself. Tap on Open Audiobook to open the book. You will see the total length under the cover. 

If you were browsing the book, the finger icon will take you to your 
previous location. 

If you have listened or skipped around to different parts of the book, your 
location history appears here. The number of places you've skipped to will 
be shown as a number.
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Time



Settings



Settings

There are various settings you can access. To get to the settings, tap on the center icon 
with the three lines. The dot indicates you have a new notification. 



Settings

Recent activity and notifications appear here. 



Settings

If you have more than one person in your household that has a library card, you can 
add multiple cards by tapping on the plus sign. You can give each card a nickname 
so you can easily tell who it belongs to. If there are multiple cards on your device, 
when checking out an item or placing a hold, you will get an option for which card 
you would like to use.



Settings

If you belong to another library system, such as the New York Public Library, you can 
add your cards for that system here.



Settings



Settings



Settings



Settings



Settings



Settings
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Conclusion



Conclusion

Libby is an app available for use on Apple devices with iOS 10 and higher and Android devices with version 5 and higher.  
If you have a Windows computer, Mac computer, or a Chromebook, you can use Libby in your web browser at 
libbyapp.com. We suggest using the latest version of Chrome, Safari, Firefox, or Edge. 

If you have a Kindle Fire, you can access Libby via libbyapp.com with the built in Silk web browser. Kindle Fire users who 
access Libby through their browser can still send books to their built in Kindle app using the methods discussed earlier. 
We recommend reading e-books in the built in Kindle app on the Kindle Fire.  

Another way to access digital content including e-books, audiobooks, videos, and magazines is through Hoopla, which is 
available to East Greenbush and Schodack residents. For more info about Hoopla, please visit our website.

http://libbyapp.com
http://libbyapp.com
http://libbyapp.com
http://libbyapp.com


Libby Demo



Conclusion

Thank you everyone for joining us. This presentation will be available shortly on our YouTube channel. Additionally, a PDF 
of the presentation will be available for download. 


